132                  FORTY YEARS IN INDIA.
inspiration to the party during the whole voyage, and
every Officer on board felt glad and proud to be with her,
and determined that not one anxiety on their behalf should
occur to make the voyage more difficult. The lasses,
from Staff Captain Haswell to the latest Cadet recruit,
in spite of sea-sickness, were all happy at the thought
of being back again for a time as Cadets in their floating
Training Home. From their smiling faces and cheerful
songs no one would have guessed that they were leaving
behind, native country and friends.
"How dreary is the long sea voyage to most people!
But to the party the time hurried quickly by. What with
language lessons, lectures, meetings, private and public,
singly and all together, good use was made of the extra
leisure. The Brass Band also made itself heard, though
in the hurry of the departure our favourite big drum had
been left behind. The evening united meeting was a great
attraction to aJl on board. Officers, sailors, native firemen,
stewards, and in fact all hands who could get away, would
crowd round, while it was almost amusing to see the first-
class passengers forsake the attractions of the quarter-
deck to go and listen to the speaking and singing.
"The friendliness of all on board was quite delightful.
It seemed as if the entire ship was fairly taken by storm.
Not only so, but after reaching Bombay, the Officers of
the ship were at the welcome meeting, and gave the party
an invitation to return on board in order to hold another
meeting, telling them with a laugh that the crew had aH
turned Salvation Army as they were wearing the topis
which had been used on the voyage and left behind by the
party!"
From October gth, 1888, to April, 1889, a very full
programme of tours and meetings followed, in which
Commissioner Rahiman took a very prominent part,
winning'the hearts of our own people as well as of the
outside public.
A good deal of special time was devoted by her to
cheering and guiding the now numerous European
Missionary Officers, to whom the Indian work was a strange,
and in many respects, a trying field.
The following extracts from one of her special addresses